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The humble Declaration of many -of 


'- the burdened, but well-affe&ed Inhabitants of the 


\ County of Kezt, ſhewing their grounds for their 
non-payment, and their grievances in being forct 
to- the payment of Tythes. 
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[Tythes unpaid anderche Golpel no Sa- 


| _ T ers by the Law 0 the Goſpel 


Non-ſuired; the Pulpit miſts being ſcattered, and 
the Clergic mens: b6akes of account being claſpe2, 
they appeare no debt by the Statute-law of King Jeſus, 

I they being but a regge of the vaile 6f Moles, 
© a ſtrange offering under the Mini- 


- ſtration of Chriſh. __ 

Whoſe Churches are not robbed by not paying, ba 

: L-- A bur by having Tythes tc torct from them. | 
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ME x ated Of Livewell Chapman , and are tobe fold at his Shop at. | - 
A the Crowne In Popes-Head- Alley, 1-6'5 1. 
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_ vFribeof Levicate their morſels unſandifiedz neither doe we know 
who without denying'of Chriſt,can take that tenth;forby the Law 
Nm. 18; 26. it was to be given to the high Prieſt, to 4dron,by Levi; 
weeknow no high Prieſt that can receive that tenth to ſanRike the 
reſt, wee having andacknowledging but one high Prieft,even Chrift 
who is on high. Yet the great Apoſtaze of Rome, who ſitteth in the 
feate of God, pretends to the office. ' But he is a curſed Caiphas, Are 
not theſe gallant Levits, whotranſgreſſe the Leviticall Law in eve- 
ry ſtep? To the plea that Tythes were before this Law,wee ſhall an- 
ſwer in its place ſuddainly. Ifthe new Teſtament be opened, there 
we finde, No man goeth a warfare at his own charges ; but there is not 
a word that ſhewes whereever Chriſt aſſeſt any with tythes, to de- 
fray the.charges of the Goſpel.Will any man thinke that Chrift his 
Souldiers ſhould billet themſelves at free quarter at what rate they 
pleaſe, upon thoſe for whom they warre?or rather is it not evident 
that they ſhould be content with what their King and Captaine 
. Chriſt x" Fm them ? Bur theſe men are not pleaſed with Chrift his 


pay, though Souldiers uſe to goe off at lower rates then their Cap- 


taine, But our Tythifts will have more then either Chriſt our Cap- 
taine had himſelfe, or allowed his Souldiers, or they will be muci- 
neers, Yet it is well for the ſervant to be as his Lord, The Goſpel 
tcachethus ; They that plant a vineyard, eate of the fruit thereof, Muſt 
they therefore who pyyar airs 0 - er) of =_ mens yine=- 
yards ? He that feeds a flocke, eates of the milke of the flockezmay there- 
fore thoſe algo nor of the flock be berry hae; thy td come 
for them that feed them not? May thoſe that feed Goatcheards ſup 
up the Sheeps milke from their true Shepheards ? They that miniſter 


about boly things, lived of the things of the Temple; But they that preach the . 


| Goſpel. live of the Goſpel, not of the Temple, not of the Altar, The 


Goſpel indecd teacheth us,. that the mouth of the oxe muſt not be muz- 


led that treades out the corne.But we know not one ſyllable of Goſpel 


that whets the oxes teeth by earthly power to cat childrens bread. 


out of their hands, when they may want it to put in their own bel- 
lies, or els that ſharpens their hornes to puſh at them with three 
times ſo-mach damage. bd 

This is beaftly againſt the whole current of Gofpel-language,and 
_ chargeable with a witnes diametrically oppoſite to Pauls ſpirit, The 


Apoftle indeed faith, Gal. 6. 6. Let him that is taught in the word, com- 


municate to him that teacheth in all good things ; Ic is left to him thac 
communicates, how much to give, and expreſſed wherein , and to 


whom, 


3 Cor. 9. FF © 
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whom, and by whom! this communication is to he n 


. ftianiſme; for be that confefſeth not that Chriſt is come in the fl 
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by 


ade a 


hin chat is taught So thenghethar is not taught is 


1fchetythers will ſay,we may be taught,but 


will not ; we doe-an- 


-{wer, they ſpeake not the truth. ; for wee are taught more to our 
edifying, then they can teach us; for they will unteach us many 


things which wee have learned of: Chriſt, And fance here: is in the 
Goſpel no meaſure ftinted, no Tyth ſhockt ont, the Tyy-bough 
may be pulled out & worne for a feather by the Parſon, for a badge 
of. his profeſſion. We ſuppoſeir oy ana that men for the wages of 
the worke of the Miniſtry, ſhould force that by earthly authority, 
for which they have no authoriry from heaven : If cythes be loſtby 
a jus divinum, O that they mighe-never be found by a jus bumanum, 
ro injure thoſe who aretruly and tenderly Conſciencious. 

But the ſound of the Prieſtly objetion ecchoes-in our'tares-from 
Mat. 23. 23. they ſaying, Chriſt allowed Tythes , becauſe he ſaid, 
Theſe ought to have been done. *, © | | 

Burt the reply'is eaſic if it be confidered in what time Chrift ſaid 
ſo,for then theLaw was not wholly fulfilled, the ceremonies there- 
of were not wholly abrogated;Chriſt was circumciſed,and his.mo- 
ther Mary purified Arad wp to the Law, Lak. 2.21, 22. Mat. 8. 4. 
Now the Law is both fulfilled and ended, it was dying, and is now 


dead and deadly; We would thank rhe next Synodean Aſſembly ro 


put thisqueſtion in their next Catechiſme, withaScripture anſwer. 
Queſt. Where is there any Goſpel-warrant for Chriſt bis Miniſters ſince his 
death to take tythes,or law wages for Goſpel worke;and till it ſhall bede- 


clared by Scripture, we hope the notion (hall-nort be whipt-intous. | 


Wee cannot pay tythes, leaſt wee ſhould be guilty of Anrechri- 


5 an 
Antichriſt, ſaich St. John, Now we'conceive, that Tythes thy the 
coming of Chriſtin the fleth 3:for how'can the ſabſtance, the Anti- 


type be come, when legal ſhadows and ceremonies remaine. Tythes 


were given to the Prictts for the ſervice of theTab:rnacle, & thoſe 


that take that wages are bound to that workeby rhe Law of Gad. 
Wherefore the Rhemiſts on Heb 5,doe extoll their Pricſthaod. Now 
if there be Tabernacle, Alrar-fervice, then is.Chriſt not come, who 


' hath put an end to ſuch things. Tythes and offerings pply a tepall 


Prieſthood, and if that contingey, how is Shilob come; :Burtthe end. 
of tythes cealing, to wir, the mainienauce ofybe Priefts for the ſer< 
vice of the, Tabernacle,tbey necefſariſymuſi ceaſe,theendbeingace 
compliſhed ; or if chey-bex on gifts end muſt continiie;to-wit, 


"1 PU Ye Altar- 


by thatlaw, 
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C73 
Altar-ſervice, then is not Chriſt come. The Author to the Hebrews. 
faich ;We bave an Altar,wheresf they have no right to.eate who ſerve the Heb.13.!o 
Tabernacle} Chrift is our Alcac, they who now maintaine a Taber- | 
 nacle-ſervice,have diſclaimed right to Chriſt;for maintaining fach 
a forme, denies him to be come. Tyths were part of the peoples ſer- 
vice under the legal miniſtration, and paid to the Pricfts for their 
ſervice; and how then can.they be- continued ? Wee have no right 
to cate of the old Altar, we need-not,we havea better.If the people 
of God may not cate Buls and'Lambs offered upon an Altar, why | 
ſhould any eat that food which was appointed to pay men for offe-Numb. 6. 
ring themup? | : - Num. 18. 
-Objet. Some will tell us, Tythes were Gods of old, Facob knew 
them to be Gods due before the Law was given, therefore they be 
morall, knowne by the light of nature before the promulgation of 
the Levicical Law? . 
-- Anſ.1. It is a {lender objeQion.So did Noah before the Law know Gen. 7. 
that beaſts were cleane & uncleane ; and yet that uncleannes is not 
moral , but ceremenial,: and ſo'is vaniſhed away through Chrift, Row. 14-4. 
And ſo doe tythes : Couldnor God reveale the ceremony to Facob 
before it was written, as he did to Moſes to write it ? 
2, If tythes were Gods of old,yer it metttahnor prove that God 
bequeathed them unto ther {how can they challenge Tythes more 
then any of Gods children may , who are all Prieſts in, a Goſpel Rev. 6. 
ſenſe? and dares any man fay, he is a Prieſt attec the Law? 
- Objeft. The Tythiſts glory in that Abraham paid Tythes to 14cl- 
chiſedec before the Law: _ | Fs 
Anſ. 1. This obje&tion is as faint and feeble as the otHer;the ſame 
Abraham who paid tythes before the Law , circumciſed Tſaac before 
the Levitical Law was promulgated;but Circumciſion is nor there- 
fore moral'; For faith the Apoſtle; Hethat i circumciſed, 'is « debtor Gal. $ 3/4, 
to the whole Law,and makes Chriſt of no effe&-: as circamcifon endebts 
tothe law of Ceremonies , though it was done before Moſes was 
borne, who wrote the Law ; ſo-doth Tyth, it b:ing a ragg of the 
vaile of Moſes,becauſe by him the Statute was regiſtered and explai- 
ned. And rather then; we can endebt.our ſelves to theLaw, in facri« fe, 
ficing to the ſuppoſed Tribe of Levi, wee mult offer up our. bodies 1 £0 
through the flames by theftrength of Chyift.). 1 . » | EIN 
-2: In che 7.'0f the Heb, wherethe Author of: hat Epiſtlementi- 
ons Atrabams paying of Tyth ; in thit very Chapter he.affuresns 
the I CngaFitberforepfngoiy the Law 3 that is, 
325 EE the 
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the Leviticall Prieſthood, and the Leviticall Law, and T ythes take 


up many leaves among the Levitical Statates, being alſo.withthem 
by Chriſt repealed. 

Obje&. Bat nien.cannot leave their ſweet morfels ſo, but reply, 
that the Apoſtle tnentions not tyths in the 5.0t Galatians, but treats 
vf Circumcilion. 

Anſ. A&.15.5.The circumciſion Preachers,preached alſo a keep. 
ing of the Law of Moſes, ofthe Law of Ceremonies, which Chrift 
hath out-lawed by death, 8& were as ſtci& in Tythesas-in any other 
piece thereof.Lxk.18. 12. Tpay tythe of all Tpoſſeſſe,laith the Phariſee; 
thus the Circumciſion Dorine taught Tythe in the uſe andappli- 
cation, with very plauſible prieſtly reaſon. But weare dead. tothe 


Row. 7. 4. Law through the body of Chriſt, that we may bemarcied to ano. 


ther, even.to him that is raiſed from the dead;and ſo'to Tythes as- 
well as to Circumcifion., which are both pieces of 'the abrogated 


Col-2..14.Law:Chriſt hath taken away the hand-writing,not of an-ordinance 


10 { 


we be 


' ſhip wee cannot maintaine by Tythes, or w=7 way. 
Tt 


onely, but'of ordinances. 

3. We dare not in conſcience keep up that which-Chcift ispulling 
downe,and build where he is deſtroying,who ts breaking the horne 
of the beaſt, and deſtroying the myſtery of iniquity, who hath laid 
the hierarchy in the duft;8 ſent their lands after them, that a foot- 
ing might not be left for their future: riſe 3 and having throwne 
downe the Prelates like a milſtone into the Sea,he is pulling down. 
uſurped authority over his houſe, in men pretending ſpiritual Ja- 
rifdigion. There be many who plead and pull for tythes, who had. 
they but power would be Lord Presbyters, as their Epiſcopal ſpi- 
Tits declare '; they be the firft-borne of their Prelatical forefathers, 
entring into the Miniſtry through their ar" "h hands, fo at be. 
the ſonnes of the Prophets; or no way,and by vertue of that adop- 
tion they enticle themſelves to that undue portion in our. cftates, 
called Tyrhes, and tyrannically ſerke to ſabje&t whole Pariſhes to. 
their Spirits, which entrance into ſpirituall power, wee cannot ſee 
to be of Chriſt, neither is their aſcent onely into the chaire darke, 
bat their ruling there as ſtrange in many particulars, which Lord- 


4. Weeare engaged to ſtand faſt in oar liberty wherein Chriſt bath: 


made us free, Gal. 5. 1.& 4. 24. Andas the Apoſtle did urgeliberty 
_ againſtcircumciſfion,which was one corner of the vaile; fo it is ar- 
gucable againſt Tythes, which is another. Andto arge on belieyers 
 thegld ceremonial! law, or any part thereof, is to tempt God ” 


ava. 4427 


C9) 
-the Scripture-ſenſe: and to put'a yoak upon the neck of the Diſci- AR .1.ro, 
-ples 3 For it hath,not ſeemed good to the holy Ghoſt , and to the Apoſtles, 28. 
thereby inſpired, to lay upon them any ſuch burden. And ſurely, if tythes 

had been payable, wee ſhould have found it among thoſe neceſſary 

things, or elſe where, firice the Apoſtles had in Commiſion 19 teach ug Mat. 28.20 
-what ever Chriſt commanded, they keeping backe none of the Councell of 2920.27. 
God ( if the Law of tythes had Sx 14 repealed) they would have 

called men to obedience thereto, leaſt they ſhouid otherwiſe have 

been accefſary to mens breach of the Law, and to their robbery of 


-God of Tythes and offerings, When the Apoſtle expreſſed the old 1 Cory. s 


way of maintenance, and ſhewed how Prieſts had lived, he medled 
- not with Tythes, but taught us another way of maintenance, and 
that is a living of the Goſpel, Nay Paul numbers his very priviled- 
ges, telling us thathe had power to leade about a wife, and to be 
*.adminiſtred to in temporals,but we hearenot that he had power to 
take tythes. Wherefore the Jus drvinum of tythes ts no better in our 
eyes then Apocrypha, & if it be canonical,it isno canonical Scrip- 
- ture,but of the Canons of men,and ſo is nopart of Chriſt his yoke, 
whoſe yoke we deſire to take moſt willingly ; but to pay tythes is 
ſuch a burden that if we ſhould hold it faſt we muſt Ict goe that li- 
+berty which Chriſt hath dearly paid for, and break thoſe Goſpel- 
Statutes ; Stand faſt in your liberty ; Be not the ſervants of men. We once Gal. v. r. 
-againe are bold to befeech you, Oar Noble Senators, That fince'it 2 Cor. 7:23 
ſeemed not good to the holy Ghoſtand Apoſtles to lay this burden 
©. upon us, it may not ſeeme good to you, though it ſceme gainefull 
ro "ſome. Eſpecially conſidering, that the Apoſtle calleth keeping 
-of the Law, and tythes are a part of it, a ſubverſion of ſoules, AR. 15. 
-And therefore to pay tythes inthe account of the Goſpel, appeares 
-to us to be no Chriſtian duty, but an infringement of Chriſtian 1i- 
-berty ; faith the Apoſtle, Yee gave no ſuch commandement. 4 q 
k ; pda, 
5. Wee conceive that tythes are not payable under the Goſpel, 
becauſe there is other proviſion made by Chriſt, Whilſt the Law for 
tythes ftood in force; the negle@ thereof could not be diſpenced 
with, but now Chriſt hath put an end to that Law, the payment of 
tythes may not be =e yen withall. The worſhip of God in the 
forme of it is changed. A greater then Solomon, even Chrift, who as 
a ſonne was faithfull over his own houſe, and being come, hath 2 C9r-3-7z 
changed the Prieſthood, which being changed, the Law,of neceſſity, —_ my 
. "muſt bechanged; and to manifeſt a change in tythesas well as in 0 © 77 PP 
ther things, They were laid downe, and another way of mainte- 
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©  Mat.nr, 14 nance begun. Luk, 8. 3. faich thetext , Many other miniftred tobim of 


their ſubſtance. Thus Chriſt who preached the Goſpel was freely mi- 
niſtred unto;let thoſe who deride this way of free contribution re- 
member this great example, So the Apoſtles were-miniftred unto, 
Phil. 4. 14, 15, 16, 17. Neither did they miniſter to Chriſt out of 
mere charity, as if onr Saviour had been in want ; forhethat could 
- fetch money our of the fiſhes mouth, could have ſfupplyed himſelfe 
& his Diſciples. But here by preſident he taught his Diſciples what 
ſhould be their praftice,and {o expounded the principle of Goſpel 


Gal. 6. 6. maintenance, who by St. Paul, enjoyns him that is taught in the ward, 


to communicate to him that teacheth;he ſaith,lej bim communicate, he bids 
not the teacher by earthly power force it from him,and yet he that 
Rom.15.27.38 taught. muſt not negle& ro communicate; for it is.a > rg It did 
pleaſe them of Achaia to make a contribution,ſaith rhe Apoſtle, and their 
fooles they were,though they were endebtcd for ſpiritual things, 
yet they made the contribution,it pleaſed thera ſo to doe,and they 
contributed what they pleaſed.Chrift allows hire to his labourers: 

1 Cor. 9.11 Godbath ordained that they who preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel, 
| ' 1 Cor. 9. Which way of livelihood is brought by Paul in oppofition 
to a living of the Altar;if any will fay,they muſt live of the Goſpel 
as they lived of the Law, that is, by tythes, ler them confider how . 
they can partake with the Altar, and cate thoſe holy things reſer. 
vel from the fire. But here is a change clearely implyed in thezext, 
It was of the Law,it is of the Goſpel.The Altar is.not,and can men live 
_ of that which is not ; but the Goſpel is , and Miniſters muft live of 
Yhil. 4. 15. the fruit thereof, ſpringing from, the hearts of them that receive it ; 
| and ſuch gifts are as fruit abounding to the account of the-donor. 
In the 2 Cor. 16. 2. Upon the firſt day of the weeke , ſaith the Apoſtle, 
ket every one lay by him in ſtore as God bath proſpered bim.Some will tay, 
this might be for the poore Saints.. But are not ChriftsMiniſters 
Deut.i4.29 Saints, and poore enough ſometimes ? It is obſervable, that under 
Deur. 26. the Law, the poore, the fatherles,the ſtranger, & the widdow,were 
* 12313: provided for by tythes. Now it the maintenance of the poore be 
changed, asMl1 grant, for they have no Tyth, then how or why 


5. ſhould Tyth/continue to the Prieft 2 Neither will it þe altogether 


impertinent to glance at aLordly objeQtion, which ſome make a- 
gainſt this contributional maintenance, who ſay,it is too like beg-. 
ging; but let them conſider, Chriſt was freely miniſtred unto , and 

yet was no beggar : and under the Law,the Levite,the fatherles,the 

- . Ranger, andthe widdow, were put in a meſle together, as is oo 
| FR | cnt 


(11) 


dentin the places laſt-cited : poore Saints,are brethren, and it js no - | 4 
diſparagement-to feede with thy brother, though poore;tor Chriit PN 
waſh bis Diſciples feete, to teach them:to waſh one anothers feere. TO 
- Ir is obſervable, that Paul would nat bechargeable to Saints, And rTheſ.2.9. $Þ 

if the Apoſtle would not receive of Saints chatwhich was his due, _ & { 1-9 
even contributory maintenance, what kinde of ipirit haunts them, aThe(.3.3. s.. 
who take what is not. due, even Tythes, and that from them wha 18 
partake not of their ſpicituals withthem ? = 

6, Wee are engaged-to maintaine thoſe who labour amongſt us "2 
 inword anddodrine, and to relieve thoſe who be in need ; wee oa Ki 2] 
aught to communicare carnal things to them of whom we reapeg,1. ;, 5. ; If 
ſpiritual. As alſo to throw our bread upon thoſe waters of pover= "e- 
ty,which fpringup amongſt us,to the performance whereof, tythes i} -; 
doe obſtruct us. in drawing the waters of our eſtates into a wrong - P | 
channel. If the Tythers ſay, wee may be taught by them, we ſhould 
defire them to teach us Chrilt by obeying Chriſt themſelves. 

7. If tythes werelawfull, yet they ought to be required onely of 
brethren; and ſurely, the Levitical Tribe account-not us brethren, 1.1, ,. 
who call all that be not of their ſtamp,heretickes; and doe they ac- 
count us this,brother hereticks? Weedeny that relation, yet wee 
own ſuch a Spirit of hereſie, as Paul did worſhipping the God of our fa- 
thers after the way men call hereſie. If they call us brethren in the 
Gourt, yet we are termed Sefaries and herericks in the Pulpit:and | 
thus at beſt we are made but brethren in the LAW. Tythes were yn, 1g,, 4 © 
a holy offering of old, a heave offering unto the Lord > and yet ſchi(- " RY 
matical tythes are Holy enough for mens ftomacks now a dayes, - 
which they ſurcly could not ſwallow , and digeſt, but that cheir 
Parſonage barnes have wide dores, But ſome will ſay, tythes are 
not forbidden in the Goſpel. To which-wee anſwer ; Where is the 
| ſcape goate, Aarons breſt plate, the Paſchall Lambe,the Shew- bread -- 
forbidden, and yet they be all facbidden in that Chriſt hath pur an- 
end to them : and ſo tythes being a ceremony of the old Law are 
forbidden in the lamp, wich-other things, in that the Lay is chan= l 
ged. And thus the tenth (heafe unbindes and falls into the hands 2 7 
of the owner, by him to bedifpoſed of by -handfulls, as God ſhall 
move him ; God nov ſeperating no part of oureſtates more then 
. other for himſclfe. 

In the next place, wce- are exccedingly-unſatisfied to ſee thie -- 
courſe the Tythers take to get in the tenth. 

I, It is fadto ſee with what unconſcionab!e covetouſneſſe they - 
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Fox 118. 


Ck, "C12) Tf 
: Þuticafrerche tenth ſhocke, many of them enjoying glebe latid,and , 
_ otherland, yet they are ſo full of bowels as to require tythes of 
. them who can hardly fill their own bellyes. When dod uſurers take 
the whole forfeiture of a bond ; yet the Tribev5t Levi can ſwallow 
. treble. damages, and they be too little for them, Once we reade of a 
fonder, Ravens ceaſed from their cormorantizing nature, and fed 


- a Prophet ; now we ſee men called Prophets turneRayens. Thoſe 


that can digeſt treble damages, and moreif they had it, would not 
ſick if Ravens ſhould bring them food,to cate meate Ravens & all. 
-Gregory of Rome told Auſtin,that the'*Charch muſt not ſeek her own - 
- gaine by damaging others; who faid, God forbid that we ſhould require 
- What is loſt in outward things with inicreoſe. Surely, the great barne is 
of the brood of the borſeleech, that cryes, Give, give. We wigtit lay 


| ''Rom-2- 21 ag the Apoſtle doth in another caſe; Thou that teacheſtanother,tea 


thou not thy ſelfe ? Thou that preacheſt a man. ſhould not ſteale, doeſt thou 
fteale ? So you that teach men ſhould not coper,doe you cover ? But 
| it may be ſome may plead ( as others do& in another. caſe) The 
| Jeneſe of the Clerge, whnbs thoſe that can reade efcape the laſh, 
when they deſerve the more ſtripes , becauſe they know and obey 
not. Such is the Epiſcopal Spirit that breaths in many of thoſe 
. men, that in reſpe& of many things it is hardly diſcernable, that 
Lord Biſhopsbe removed, It will be replyed, We have our Liberty, . 
and in the Biſhops time wee ſhould not have had our due freedome 
. to ſerve God according to hisword: Truly wee own the mercy as 
a precious pearle dropt downe from the boſome of our husbands 
love, and acknowledge the Nurſe-like care of Our Governours, in 
peering us therein , but we are little beholding to the Clergie 
erein, if our liberty were in their hands they would ſoone lay it 
bleeding at their feet,that is the - > Arn that ſhakes their hearts, 
they want earthly power to ſpgyleSaints of due liberty. Many - 
ſuppoſe, that the reaſon why mimmy draw no better in.the Parlia- - 


.ments yoke is, becauſe the whip of power is nor put into their 


hands to plough bloufly furrowes in the backes of Saints. Indeed 
.theStar-chamber is gone; but wereFome in power they would a 


ps ſonnes of the night, and fend their blazing Starres over the | 
-heads ofprecious ones. -. | EW, 


2. Wee conceive that under negle& of Church duty, men ought 


.to haverecourſe to the Church. Ifa brother offend and hearenot 


* admonition, the-Church is to be told thereof; but doenot thoſe 


men tacitly Non-church themſelves in forſaking Church power, 


to 


(13) oa _. - 4 
eo ſhroud themſelves under the wing of earthly force, fearing rirhe * RB, 
their Anathema's will doe no better then Balaams curſe againſt 1/- | MN 
rael ; wee are confident, that the beſt of Chriſt his Miniſters were. , FX 
maintained without the helpe of earthly power, to force for thent © | * - | 
a farthing for their Goſpel-tervice.But now men cannot ſo walke, .* MFR 
they want power, and they would make men examples. Bat we be t Cor.6:3,” Ii} # 
their brethren, or nor, if we be their brethren, why goe they to law Ms. 5 eo Io! uh 


with us. If we be-not, why aske they tyth of us, which was to be re- 
quired onely of Brethren. | 

Obje&.* The Prieſts will fay,Magiftrates be Nuriing Fathers, and 
they will referre it:to them to feede chem with rhe metle of tythes. 

Anſ. 1. To whom we reply, that the Prophelte ſmiles on Saints, 
the which with joy we owne 3. but what- Scripture is not wreſted 
by men to their own. ends? doe not the Papilts lay violenthands 
on it,when they father their ſpurious bratts of Antichriſtian prin- 
ciples on the Kings ofthe earth, to be nurſedup by them like Scor- ; 
pions in their boſomes, | | | 

2. Are Kings to be Nurſes onely to the Clergie, who call them- - { 
ſelves their Fathers in God ? or are not the weakeſt in the family to- 
challenge by vertue of that promiſe,a nurſe-like-care? ſurely chil- 
dren moſt want the'breaft. 

3. Dotha King nurſe purely ,. when ſome ſucke the milke of * 
prote&iun, and others the bloud of perſecution ? | 

" 4. Wedefire but to ſue out our liberties according to this Char- 

. © ter, even to ſucke the milke of Magiſtraticall prote&ion, whilſt we - 
walkeholily and peaceably ; and to be nurſed from externall o 
preſſion, and1o from tythes; If under our nurſings the Prieſts could; 
force away our tythes, wee ſhould be the leaner for ſuch nucling : 
Wee humbly defire to ſuggeſt to you, our Honoured Parliament, 
that it hath been obſerved, That an Epiſcopal ſpirit ever defices-to 
be ating under the wing of power, till ccoffed by it;knowing that 
thoſe pratices which the Scriptures will not beare up, they can 
underpin with the ſtones of earthly force. And if the Kings of the _ | 8” 
earth had not been fo officious to the Whore, ſhee could never have Fredericks mw 
rod ſo long on horſcbacke, And if Antichriſt cannot ride Kings at the Enipe- | * 
lits pleaſure,and get up into the ſaddle,yet rather then faile he will roar held |}. - 


make aſtirropof them to aſcend up into his pompe by. hs _ | | 
| | / [ D. 6. q 
King John offered his Crowne to Pandulphus the Popes. Legate.. King Henry the 3. kifſed the + þ 4 
* knee-of the Popes Legate, Pope Celeftizs crowned the Emperour Henry 6. wh chhis fecte.. - |} 
mh Je 7: uy 'f 
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(-14) 
_ Objett, The late King was tiled , The defender of the Faith, and, 


-under Chriſt ſupreame Head and Governour of the Church 3 Magiſtrates - 
"being Governours of Churches, they ought to ſee that they be well 
- governed, and ſo they command Tythes. 


Anſw. Wee grant that Kings are tobe wiſe, and to kiſſe the Sorne, 


-and not to deſtroy the vine of God, or to ſuttcr any under their 


ower {o to doe: wee believe that Churches living wichin the Ju. - 
ri{diction of the Magiſtrate, are ſo farre trom being free from obe- 
dience to them in Jawfull things, that they obey them for Chriſts 
ſake. And though they may have Churches in this ſenſe within the 
limits of their government, yer wee cannot -concelive the govern= - 
ment of Churches to be committed to Magiſtrates, bur of States, 
Kingdomes, Cities, &c. 

1. Then Magiſtrates ſhould be called to that for which they are 
not furniſhed ;;Church-work' being ſpicitual worke,and therefore 
the weapons of Saints warfare are ſpiritual; we own-Magiſtracie 
as an ordinance of God, yet wedoe concelve that moſt Magiftrates 
in the world are not acquainted with theattaires of Chri wn. A 


dome, & thoſe that are,yet as Magiſtrates their power is but cart 


ly, thoagh given from heaven, and though the ſword be from hga- 
ven put into their hands, yet it is an earthly blade, they can bur 
wound.the body., and cur the fleſh, but the ſword that came out of 
Chrifts mouth,and is left in the hand of Zion for her to begoverned 
by, # ſharper then any two edged ſword, it # a diſcerner of the thonghts ; 
with which ſword he hath entruſted his Church. þ 

' 2. If Magiſtrates had becn made Governours of Churches, then 
Chriſt ſhould have made Wolves Shephcards,and pur out his Lambs 


to Lyons to keepe,then would they in moft parts of the world go- 


verne&Chriſt out of the world. : 
Objea. But ſome will tell us, thisgovernment 15 not given to 
Magiſtrates (imply, but to Chriftian Magiſtrates. _ 
 Anſw. The word Chriſtian is large,and ſo Papiſticall Magiſtrates 
are called ts ug Magiſtrates, andthen the reaton holds as before, 
That Wolves be Shepheards. _ 


2. Under the name Chriſtian, the Churches will be more enſnin- 


red then under Nero; then they had an undoubted right to keepe 
themſeIves pure, and what government they found .in the word 
they followed:to the loſs of lite, looking for no other eſtabliſhment 
for the ſame,then they would rather ſafer then obey the mixtures 
-of.mens Law with the word of God; bur under the 


otion Chriſti- 
an 


..* , $514 TEE 

| (15) _—. 

an, men in power may enforce and command Prineiples, Canons, 

practices, tipon Churches as Governours,and they have no right to 
keepe themſelves pure, - 

3. Wee ſpeak it not in derogation of Magiſtracy,that wholſome 
ordinance of God, and that more Magiſtrates were truly Ebriſtian ; 
the more Ceſar knew Chriſt, the more would he give unto Chriſt 
the things that are Chriſt's. Yer we conceive, though Magiſtrates 
be ſuperiour to Saints as men, yetthe Church is ſuperiour to any 
member thereof as Chriſtian. Fe [8 

4. Wee defire that one Propheſie may be conſidered with this, | 
which aſſerts that the Kings of the earth give their power to the beaſt ; and Reaſ. 19 
David tels us, that the Kings of the earth and Rulers take counſell to 
breake in ſunder Chriſt his cordes, Plal. 2. The ſubtle beaſt returnes 
ſomewhat backe into the hands of Kings, as gay Tirles,8& the like - jy 
one he calleth the Catholicke King : another the Defender of the Faith, _ it 
The Pope will let a King be halfe Biſhop, that he may be more then /---- ©://-$_ *? 
halfe King, Cardinall Folſey gave twelve-ſcore thouſand pounds Fx 963: \F 
out of England to helpe Pope Clement out of Priſon;who when Mar- 3 
tin Luther renounced the Pope, and ſome of his Bookes came into 
England, ſent to the Pope that the title Defender of the Faith, might - 
come from Rome to King Henry the $. for that gargeous title came 
by the Popes Bull. But wee hope to ſee you our thrice noble Sena- 
tors helpe rend the fleſh of the Whore with briars,and to burne her 
with fire. R<oycing at that clauſe of your Declaration of the 17. 
Feb. in anſwer to the Scotch Papers, where we finde, that The truth 
and power of Religion is a thing intrinſecal between God and the ſoule, and 
the matters of faith in the Goſpel are ſuch that no natural light doth reach 
* unto them, then no humane power of Coertion thereunto. Wee know no 
warrant to perſecute all who worſhip not God, or profeſle to be- 
lieve in the fame forme we doe, We' cannot believe Tythes to be 
Payable, if humane power force us to pay,it forces us againſt faith, | 
and what ſcever is not of faith is fin; and why we cannot believe it,our ro 
forecite grounds declare. 

ObjeF. There is a Booke publiſhed by the Province of London, 
called A vindication of the Presbyterian Government (and it may make 
much of its title ) which tels us, that the taking away Tythes was . 
firſt invented by Fulian the Apoſtate : Others tooke away Presby- 
ters, but he the Presbytery, in taking away the maintenance. | 

Anſ, To which Provincial calumny,we anſ{wer;that firſt it ſeems \ of 
that Presbytery is founded upon Tythes, andif they fall, the go- | 

| "Lg C OTST =0e”, 


(16) 
vernnent falls 3. thus the Citie of refuge Is built ona fand ſtone. 
But the primitive Church ſtood when there was no tyth; and 
Chriſt his Church will ſtand when tyth is gone, 

- . 2, If wee ſhould grant their Hiſtoriographie, it is but juſt with | 
God that an. Apoſtate ſhould take away tythes, ſince they-came in 
rough Apoftacy ; for in the primitive times they werenot. It is 

i 


ſtoried alſo that when the Church began to be wealthy, a voyce 
was heard o re Conſtantinople, This day is poyſon come into the Church ; 
which cauſed Augyſtine to ſay ; Religio peperit divitias, & filia devora- 
vit matrem; Religion hath brought forth riches, and the daughter 
hath devoured the mother, 

Ohje&. Who will preach 'if. there be no Tythes , fay the Tyth- 
gatherers ? | | 

Anſ. To whom we reply, that there be many who preach with- 
out T ythes, though tyth«s continue, and Chriſt will ſpirit his la- 
bourers to the worke: what was the error-of Balaa , - that he. 
caught at evill through the baite of reward ? was it not evill when 
the Prieſts taught for hire?and notwithſtanding the hire of Tythes, 
what dumb barking .hath- England heard ? ten that preach Chriſt, 
ſpirited of God to the worke, who preach, reward or no reward, 
who have a woe within them if they preach'not theGoſpel, are 
better then ten hundred , who preach thembelver , and for them- 
ſelves. | 

Objef. Charity growes cold, ſhall we take peoples bare word ? 

Anſ. 1, Will it have ever the more Goſpel heat for the wild-fire 
of perſecution ; and becauſe the boon mans charity grows ſo cold 
as not to part with one coale when he- hath but: enough-to keepe 
one warme, {hall the Prieſts'charity be ſo hot as to take away 

oth ? 

2. Wecannot account Chrifts promiſe to be peoples bare word, 
who will be with his to the end of the world. 

3. May not God juſtly ſhat up mens hearts from them whoſe 
hearts are ſhat up from reſting upon him ina promiſe? 

*» 1 is ftrange that men ſhould talke of faith to others, and 
walke onely by light themſelves, as if their skill in Divinity were 
mere ſpeculation ; ſurely godlnes is not gaine to ſoine, and gaine god- 
lines to others; muſt people be content wich food and rayment, 
and Miniſters be difcontent when they have abundance ? 

Objef. It is Covetouſneſle that makes men againſt Tythes. 

An. 1. Can we withhold tythes out of Covetoulſneſſe, knowing 
we muſt pay treble damages ? , 2. May 


(17) 
2. 'May we not judge that ſome mens guiltines in this fin , tea- 
- ches them ta accuſe others, who were it not for Lordlines and co- 
yetouſneſſe would not require Tythes. 

Objeet. This will make many of your opinion , on purpoſe to 
fave tythes. | 

Anſ. 1t may be ſome know by experience, that this cord drew 
them into their. funftion; and who ſces not but that they are drag- 
. ged from place to place by the Cart-rope of Tythes ; they being 
Fike wandring ſtarres, ſeldom fixt, but in the firmament of agreat 
'Parſonage ; they may well call them their Livings,their charity be- 
Ing dead,rill it receive quickning and animation from a Benetice. 

Objef. Miniſters muſt keepe hoſpitality. | 

Anſ. They may not therefore pinch others to pamper them- 
ſelves; Thus the Biſhops pleaded , when they wrung inſtead of 

rapes the teares of Orphanes into their Cup,and kneaded up theic 
:ae with ſighes and groanes. What hoſpitality will they keepe 
for Saints? how will they afford « cup «f cold water to a Diſciple, 
when they cannot afford a good word to a Saint, if in a little dif- 
ſenting from them ? For whom doe many keep hoſpitality with 
the Tyth they have, except for Lawyers and Bailiefs ? they fay, a 
maintenance is due ; ſo ſaith the Pope ; muſt wee therefore pay 
Peter- pence ? But it will be ſaid, wee muſt not maintaine the Po- 
piſh crew. Would wee could ſee theſe men boxne into the Miniſtry, 
and the egge not hatcht in that neſt. 

Objef. Some in Conſcience judge tythes due, ſhould not they 
have their liberty ? 

Anſ. Wee defice not that our Conſciences ſhould be the meaſure 
of other mens ſpirits,and they thereby made to ſin by blind obedi- 
ence; onely wee deſire that thoſe whoſe Conſciences it wounds to 
pay Tythes,'may not bleed under the laſh of the Law, 

Bejides all this, leaſt tythes ſhould ftand, wee have been engaged 
by you in authority , whom wee honour, to pull them downe 
firſt in the Proteſtation wee were called to proteſt againſt all Fopery 
and Popiſh innovations in the Doftrine f the Church of England ; which 
clauſe you wiſely and worthily explained,to be the Doftrine pub- 
lickly profeſſed, ſo farre as it is oppoſite to Popery and popiſh In- 
novations,and not to be extended to maintaine any forme of wor- 
ſhip or government, and rites and ceremonies, &c. 

Then we were called to covenant with God, to endeavour to 
preſerve Reformed Religion in _ Church, inDo&rine, Wor Ps 
; l C2 * -— Dilct- 
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Hurelianeſ: 


' Fox 117, 


be ours by Law. 


(28) 
Diſcipline, &c. according to the word of God, and the: example 


of the beſt reformed Churches, and to extirpate not onely Popery 
and Prelacy, but alſo ſuperſtition and prophanenefſe. The word 
of God allowes no Tythes ſince Chriſt his death, the beſt of Chur- 
ches tooke nane, wherefore it is a ſuperſtitious innovation, and a 
re]ique of Popery, which wee have covenanted to extirpate, and 
proteſted to roote out, and wee cannot keepeit up ,. wee muſt pay 
our vowes. I/illet confeſſes, though he pleads for Tythes, that in 
Augnſtines time there was no generall pa nor Cuſtome in the 
Church, that Tythes ſhould be paide eu vix millefimas das tamen non 
reprehendo vel hoc fac ſic ſitio ut ad iſtas micas gaudeam ; he would not 
blame them, though they paid the chouſandth part, he would cate 
thoſe crummes : if there had been a Law , he would have pleaded 
it, or cuſtome wee ſhould have heard of the breach thereof, but he 
leaves them free to give what they pleaſe, the thouſandth part, Tn 
arbitrio eſt dantis tribuere quod voluerit, faith the Councill, It is in the 
will of the Donoc td give what he pleaſe ; 'then no cuſtome for 
tythes, then they muſt have given the renth, and not what they 
would ; but as Churches grew more and more corrupt, this dead 
Ceremony of the Law revived , which Chriſt had flaine, and was 
made a living though killing Law through the breath of Antichri- 
Rianiſme. Mr. Thorpe pleading for the truth and his life at once, 
tels us out of Ciſtercienſis, That Pope Gregory the tenth was the firf) 


that ordained Tythes by Law fince Chritts time. Wherefore it be- 


ing an Innovation,we muſt abandon it, or elſe breake Proteſtation 
and Covenant in the gr maine clauſe; ſound Do@rine knowes 
not Tythes, and the beft of Churches had them not. Auſtin once 
ſent to the Biſhop of Rome,to know how the oblations of the faith- 
full were to be diſpoſed of, and Gregory bids him make foure parts 
of it, one for the Biſhop, another for the Clergie , another for the 
poore, another for the repaire of Churches. It tythes had been the 
accuſtomed maintenance,ſo learned a man could not have been ig. 
norant of the rules thereof ; here is no forcing of Tythes, but an 
accepting of the voluntary oblations of people. It Crepe) had bid 
him take Tythes, that could not have made them lawtull, becauſe 
the word of Chriſt commands not, allowes not ſuch an offering. 

But the great Cry is, wee have a Civil right to Tythes, and they 

To this wee ſhall reply, ſomewhat in particular to the Clergie, 
ſomewhat t the other Parſons in particular, ſomewhat to both in 
COMMON. ict; 


, 
m 


( 19) 


Firſt, To the Clergy, weanſwer, it isa-poore Shift, Afagiſter 


artis ingeniiq; largitor venter,' Mat. 15. In vaine doe you worſhip me, 
faith Chriſt, teaching f.r doerines the Cemmandements of men. 
their right to Tythes be, that the Law gives them Tyths, when it 
ſhall pleaſe you, Our Noble Senators, to repeale that Law, then 
their right will ceaſe; and ſo we hope you will be pleaſed to an- 


It 


ſwer that profound Argument. 

Firſt, The Clergy paradventure may fay, that our fore-Fathers 
have freely beſtowed upon them their Patrimony, and we have no 
right to keep them from ic. We doe conceive our Anceſtors gift 
was not to ſuch men as now lay claime thereto, but to Popiſh 
Prieſts upon ſuperſtitious Principles; they gave great Revennues 
to Monks, whoſe Land was given them upon an evill intent, faith 
Willet, that by their Prayers the ſouls of theic Founders might be 
redeemed from Purgatory, who having commicted ſome notable 
ſin, Pro remedio animarum, they gave great gifts. 

Fox tells us, that King Eltheſtan for killing his Brother, built 
two Moniftarics for his ſoul. And King Ofa for killing Ethelbext 
a Prince, gave Peterpence to Rome, and they Peterpence were paid out 
of Englandtill Henry the Eights time, about the yeare 1533. And 
what if Tyths ſhould be given as well as Peterpence, mult we ſhut 
oureyes and follow their blind devotion ? VV1illet tells us, That 
Eccleſfiaſticall perſons muſt not be too forward to receive what is 
offered in blind devotion : tells as, that the Prieſts allured the 
people in our Saviours tiine, to bring their gifts to the Altar 
though their Parents wanted them. This alſo faith the Author, 
hath bcen a common praiſe in the time of Popery. Muſt we fin 
becauſe our Popiſh fore-Fathers willed us ſo to doe ? It the will 
of our Fathers may be altered in part, and their Revennues kept 
from Monks and Popiſh Prieſts, why may they not be changed in 
the whole, and the naturall Heirs injoy them ? The whole Reyen+ 


Willet,S yn. 
316 
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- nueof the Clergy was ſo ſuperſtitious, that the Pope had tranſ- pyx x03 4 


ported out of England, Annates, firſt fruits of Biſhopricks, 2nd 
Arch Biſhopricks, &c. That high Prieſt muſt hallow the reſt, he 
_ muſt have firſt fruits. It was no hard matter for thoſe to give 
Tyths to the Prieſts, who gave firſt fruits to the Pope. 


Secondly, The Clergy may plead Cuitome, as it might be an - 


icall, but was no Apoſtolicall cufkome; they had no ſuch 
cuſtome, nor the Churches of Chriſt.” In a Parliament about 1530. 


the Clergy pleaded Cuſtome for Mortuaries, to-whom a Gentle. Fox g68 
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| a $; ' Fox 1022, ſhine was but as a day-breake from the mid-night of Popiſh ſhades. 
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the Farmers eſtate lye in. the Crop he ſows and reapy. 


( 20) 


'nan of Gray ſe-Inne in Parliament, anſwered, that it was a cuſtorne 


tor Theeves to rob at Shotters Hill, Ergo, it is Jawfull. TheCler- 
gy will not be bound to Cuftome, and ſhould rhey chaine others 
ro fo worme eaten a poſt? It it have beenea cuſtome ſo long itis 


high eime that it were broken now. Cuftome 'may make evil], as 


the ſpots of a-Leopard, hard to come off, but it cannot make eyill 
good, 

The other ſort of Tythers called Lay Parſons ( as good a word 
as the Prieſts can afford them”) they plead they have bought 
Tythes. Wee ſhall hint that, alienation of Tythes hath not been 


digeſted, not that we build upon the Authority of men. It was 


ſaid, ©ua fronte oblationes wultis accipere qui vix pro vobis, nedum pro 
alijs preces valetis offerre * With what forchead can you take oblati- 
ons or Tythes, who can ſcarce pray for your ves, much leſffe 
forothers ? And VVillet layes it downe as a Principle in which 


.' the Papiſts and Proteſtants be agreed, that Tyths may-not be alie- 
nated, Ph, 4. x5, Spiritualls muſt be given where temporalls are 
reccived, wee ageee with them, that thoſe whom they call liy n-en 


ſhould not take Tyths, God neyer appointed them to be bought 
and ſold, but we goe further, and ſay, That which they call the 
Church ought not to have Tyth. But the Parſon faith he hath 
bought the Tyth, why ſhould he buy the fruit of the poor mans 
labour, and give the poore man nothing in conſideration thereof? 
Weare told it will undoe men to takeaway impropriations, and 


doth not their continuance undoe men 2? 


It is faid that the Parſons eſtate may lye in Tyths, and ſo doth 
Many im- 
propriatours have -been well paid for their purchaſe, and thoſe 
who have not may many wayes have reaſonable ſatisfaRtion. 

But ſtill the great plea is, the Law gives men Tyths. 

To which we anſwer, that the Law is conſiderable, either as 
more Ancicnt, or Moderne, 

 Thoſemoreancient Laws are made 2® Edward: the 6, andin 

Henry the $. time 3 and they are conſiderable, firlt, in the time 
when, ſecondly, in the perſons by whom they were made. 

Fisft, It is conſiderable that the honrs wherein thoſe Statutes 
were made were hours of gloomineſfſe, and the light that did then 


King Henry the $. ( faiththat laborious Hiſtorian Mr. Fox) ne- 
ver intended to ſeek the ruine of the Pope, but ſought by all _ 


_- 
4 


Divorce from his Wite from Rome,and to that endhe endeavoured 
the promotion of his favourite, Cardinall Folfie, to Popedote. 
But the Pope delaying with the King in the matcer of his intended 
Divorce, hebegun to a& both withour.and againit che Pope, King 
Edward the 6. that Royall bloſfome, whoſe ſtalke withered: in his 
blooming hours, though he was a maryellous mercy to the people 
of God, yet take a hint of a Letter ſent to ſome Reb<lls in D-won- 
ſhire, Signed with his owne Royall Signet, They wanted the 
Maſfſe, to whom the King ſaid, The Engliſh fervice ſeem-s new , but 

it. is no ſuch-tbing,; but the old ( meaning the Vogt. the- very ſame 

things in Engliſh that were in Latin,  onely ſome: fond t 

out, which were ſo fondthat it would be a ſhame to beare them in Engliſh, 
Though we acknowledge the great goodnefſe of God by theſe 
men, yet it ſeems no great matter that theſe men ſhould make 
Laws for Tycks,: thinking they might doc God good fervice, con- 

{idering that they had newly caſt off the menſtruous: raggs: of the 

Whore of Rome, and ſome Skirts of her Garments ſtuck cloſe not- 

withſtanding. And though in thoſe times ſuch ſtatutes were made, 

yet it pleaſed you, our Governoucs, toproteſtand Covenant, and 

. tocall-us to proteſt and Covenant with you,to endeavour a refor- 

mation, not by the Scanders of thoſe Laws, but cf the Law of 
God, by which Law, ſince Tythsare found unlawfull, you and 


we with you have engaged againſt them, and (6 againſt thoſe Laws - 


which enforce them. | 

Secondly, It is conſfiderableby whom thoſe Laws weremade, e- 
ven by Biſhops, amongſt the reſtthoſe men in linnen Sleeves were 
leading men; Lords inthe Lords houſe, and itisno wonder to ſee 
thoſe men feather their owne nefts, who love Capons ſo well, it is 
ealtily knowne what a ſway they did beare, ſome of them being 
Chancellours, keepers of the Seale; and what with their intereſt 
inthe Kingsfivour, with the/Lords, and-with the Multitude alſo 
by help of their underlings, there was hardly any ſtohe too heavy 
for them to remove, no law, too bad'four th::n to make. There 
was a Book ſer forth in Hezry the $8. time called, The Supplication of 
tbe Beggars; ſhewing that ſtout, ſturdy Beggars had goiten into 
their hands che third part ofthe Realme,bziides the tenth of Corne, 
Hay, Piggs, Geeſe, &v. Such was their powers, that when the 
Houſe of Commons ſent a Bill co-the Lords, the Biſhop of Roche 
fter openly proteſted againit it, ſaying, it tcndcd to deftroy the 
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his Subje&s, 


Fox 1025: but heſaw they were but halfe his Subjefts, and ſcarce that, they 
© makingan Oathat their confirmation to the Pope;contrary tothe 


Oath they made to the King. whack. 
And you were pleaſed to declare, Septemb. 27. 1649. That you 
found the whole adminiſtrations of Church ; cok were breught to the I- 
delatrous patterne of Rome, and ſo no wonder men Tythed by Law. 
1. What hath been profeſt. 


As touching Laws more 
moderne, And the Or- 2 na pg Engr; _ 4 Nota» 
dingy of EPIC. da. ne aCt- 
lament. ed, 


3. What ha's been promig'd 

x. It hath pleaſed you to profeſſein a Declaration of the 17. of 
Febr, 1648. -In anſwer to Letters of the Scotch, Commiſſioners, 
that the maige end of engagement, hath been the vindication of 
the freedome and liberty of this Nation. And Page 28. That the 
legiſlative power is in the people of England originally and fun- 


- damentally, and excerciſed by thoſe that repreſent them : What 
Laws they ere& and declare, they have power alſo toanull and re. - 


peale, when they ſhall judge it to beno longer for the good and 
latety ofthe people, which is the higheſt Law, and to which all a- 
ther Laws and declarations are to ftoop and ſubmit. As alſo in a- 
nother of March 17. 1648. Touching the ſettlement of the Go- 
vernment in the way of a free State, you are pleaſed to ſay, That 
the Parliament of England repreſent the people by whom they are 
elefed, and by them intruſted and authorized for common good, 
ec, By all which we are encouraged to hope, that fince, not pri= 
vate, but publique good is ſodeclared for, ſince ſalus populi eſt ſupre- 


ma lex, that your Honours will be pleaſed to repeale that Law. 


In one word, pardon us todeclare that Tyths are againſt our com- 
mon good, befides the wounds they doeleave upon our Spirits, 
which is the ſaddeſt thing of all. 

1. The gaine is but private and particular : If ic be faid that 
we have Sermons for our Tyths, that cannot be ſaid in behalfe of 
the impropriator-: if it be ſaid the impropriator bought them, 
we have had none of his money; neither can the Preachers ſo 


claime them, and we havenot their Sermons, neither are Tyths 


Goſpel-wages. 
2, Many 


(FF. -Charch, and that it was fent for want of faith; whatcould nor 
ſn! F.._ -- - fuch menprocureinthoſe times ? They were ſo aaee King 
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2. Many poore men haye as miichtax laid upon them as they Wy 7 


areable to bear, having no other livelyhood- bur the bleſſing of 


God upon a ſmall Crop, out of which when the tenth is taken a- uu. 7 


way, the remainder ſometimes will no more then quit the coſt of * 
the Husbandry ; and ſo they and their Families are brought to 
ery. | 

3. There ts much incquallity in Tyths. A poore, Farmer pay- 
ing oft times more out ot his ſtock then his rich Land-Lord; ora 
great Shop-keeper. 

4. By reaſon hereof there is lefle Land tilled, men: making more 
thereof to paſture, onely becauſe that is not 10 much blaſtet wich 
Tyths, and ſo a ſcarcity of Corne will be brought ; men being dif- 
couraged to improve their Land with Lime, Dung, or Marle, be- 
cauſcafter large expenceand care, and paine, the Crop is uncer- 
taine, the charge certaine, and the Tyth moſt certaine. | 

s. Poore men that otherwiſe might imploy a Cloſe or two to 
get alittle bread, the Tyth like a Canker worme,eats up ſo much 
of the encreaſe that they cannot profitably imploy themſelves : 
once in four yeare it eats up a Farmers whole eſtate. 

Obje#. How can there be oppreſſion in this way, ic being Gods 
owne way ? | 

Anfw. When it was Gods way it was equall and ecaſie, The 
Land they dwelt in was Gods, and when he gaveit them he reſer- 
ved the Tyth ; and they might well pay it, they paying no ather p.,;, 2. 
rent, God bleſſing the Landalſo with an extraordinary encreaſe ; 23 
and God ſeparated the Prieſts and Levites to the ſervice of the Ta- Devr. 11. 
bernacle, and ſaid, will be their inheritance, giving Tyth to them ©» "+ 
for the ſervice of the Tabernacle, by reaſon whereaf, theTribe of 
Levi had not, vther poſſeſſions as had the reſt, though as Abraham's Nene: of! 
ſeed they had right to them ; bur it is not ſo with any Land in , 2 
the world, Levites might poſſefſe Land out of Fudea, therefore they Numb.1e. 
migkt not take Tyths,for Tyths were given in ſtead of other poſle(- 24+ 
fions. So it was Gods way that the firſt borne ſhould be redeem- G<n-13.15 
ed; .would it not notwithſtanding be an oppreſſion for the Par- = 4 
ſon to take a price of redemption for our firſt borne ? It was Gods LY 
way that in the ſeventh yeare his people ſhould ncither ſow nor If. 
reape, would it not be uncquall that we ſhould not labour ? Man- Levit. 25- 
nah was the food ſent from God, and yet if it were kept oneday 
tojlong, it bred wormes, and ftunk, and ſo doe Tyths. 
Obje&, Tyths are the Parſons, the Farmer payes nothing for 
yths, a D An [w, 
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Andis notit ladthat ever th eareihonid DeMLbondapge , at 
maik't wich the ſuperſtition of the Parſon ? Mult Tarn ay thel 
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owne water with money ? The Declaration afogelaid ſpeaking a- 
gainſt the Court, hints, that the Beaſts of the Forreſts g| W 
| ng up the poore mans Corne, and ſo doth the Parſons Tyth- 
ing-horſe. : RS ge Ee 

Rb We rejoyce to ſee how God fnoved the hearts of yau, Our 

High Court, to take away Biſhops, Lords, Courts, and morethen 
all chat, all which were upholden by Law, hoping alſo that. the 
Law of Tyths, which gtogd calculated to the Meridian of Lord- 
Biſhops will be repealed. 
3. Ithath pleaſed you to declare, Septemb., 27.1649: ina vindi- 
cation of your proceeding, That you are taking away ſuch Att, 
Ordinances, as are found penall, and coercivein ,matters of Con- 
ſcience, which have been uſed for Snares, burthens, and vexations, 
to the truely fincere-hearted. May it pleaſe your Honours, the 
Law that forceth Tyths, burthens our Conſciences, enfnares our ; 
_ hearts, thoſe who affe& not you entrap as cheree _ We delight 
to obey for Conſcience ſake, and how can there be ſuch an obedi- F 
ence when commands wound our Qonſciences ?* ' © _ - 
- Objett: The Parliament muſt pull downe'Tyths, you mutt cot ? 
Anſw. That is ourdefire,and the ground ofouryhſen addreſs. 
O0bjef.” Untill the Ordinance be repealed is may be obeyed. 
Anſw. A-Kings Law cannot make indeeda thing lawhull : thoſe 
Scriptures which enforce us to beg Tyths downe, conftraineus ra- 
ther to ſuffer then to ſacrifice our tenths: - Judge yee,. 1s.it better 
to obey God or man? Ifan Ordinance of man can revive a dead 
{laine Ofdinance of God, it way revive Circumiitton , avd make 
Chriſt of no effe&. | 

Objeg. Itis no time to thinke of Tyths we are deeply imploy'd. 

Anſw. You werepleaſed to finda time to makean Ordinance, 
and our preſent ſmart cauſes us todefire preſent cafe;: your con- 
ſulrations will proſper the betrer for relieving the oppreſled, - 

Wee are now called to ingage with you, and your relieving of 
,. us will engage our hearts to you. Suffer us we-beleech you to 
hope that you will defend us in what is our owne, fince we never 
- oſt nor forfeited our birth-right, priviledge of Parliamentary prg- 
zetion. ' Our perſons, purſes, prayers, have ſerved you under the 


”. 


wes 4 
= id wi : 
_ > 


. 


knowne andattained, to lead us to the etyoyment of Religion, in 
_ Its power and puricy, ſhould take place, whereby itmightappeare 
that the reformers of Popery and prophanenelſe, ſtood in-need of 
reformation, by 'him who ſhall purite the Sous of Levi: thenall 
otherattainmenes to religion muſt aot be borng,.. but be b:anded 
with the foule namoof Herelic, Blaſphemy, arid Schiſme, and to be 
proceeded againſt as enemies to reformation ard peace, and as fit 


/-:-objeRs. of the Magiſtrates puniſhmenyg, and much ore you have _ 
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nd alſo, That they few'in thgftace ofthe viſible autho-- 
jon,” and tooke-upo judge if your Mapi- 
ull. Yet theſe /men can proceed eo fovle with 
ad when the power a&sto them-ward, right or ' 
| be ſwallowed, If you ſhould give chem'ten-fold: 
© Cay” be = gaeBon. Er any | 
» the Law.9 peEflity aft ged, yet what change 
appearghere? They W ek heÞ they had thole "oj 
minifteriall majatenance, (© ic is here, But it is crue, the Fewes 
had no Tyth-pigs, nor the Tyth of other unclean beaſts or fowles, 
and hgFaMr. Parſon hath got the advantage of 'the Few. Shall 
they wat regard you;not be ſecured in their fuirs againft thoſe 
. Whoſe lives and fortufgshaveſtack to you in'your hours of defer-: 
— ton? For the Lords {Ke.confrderour juſtdefires, Gauſe us nt he) 
for thoſe cgfimons we eate-nots,.and to njaintaine Poles 20 
rds#i:h whom we-caynort truſtgartpuls. BY Ho 
fc be, thapchoſe muſtſhare us who; ave ot feedus;. | 
| Fleece 'though- þe. but Goats tice, and the 
£ their fingers; The Lords will/paſt bedohe, 
cho pretended watch-nzti £9 wound Chrifts Din, 244;$«). 
his-people be'trampled/upon tor awhile, 44 
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